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from Haridwar to Gangotthri and Badarl Kedar, and also to Badarl Narayana
and Jwalamukhi. One cannot reach the places indicated above without
touching Haridwar. One has to plan for a fifteen days 'majili' to reach any
of the places from Haridwar; this maybe the Lord's intention. There is no
direct path from one place again to another. If one desires to reach Badari-
Kedar from Gangotthri, one has again to return to Haridwar and travel to
Badarl-Kedar. Ayodhya is very near Prayaga, at a distance of 60 miles
only.
GaiigOttri and other sacred places mentioned above are under the
rule of Niiakantha, the king of Nepal. This king resides in Nepal and is
subordinate to the English. Murangi is a place near Nepal, famous for
grape wine. This village has been given as a Jagir by the king of Nepal to
Kasi Thamburayadu, who is a pandar, for the worship and Naivedyam of
Badaci-Kedareeswara. There is much snow in these areas. It appears that
Kedareeswara is not worshipped for six months in winter. It is said that a
Kodi-sthambam' or flag-pole is planted near the shrine at the commencement
of the cold season, which gets covered by snow later in winter. The temple is
later discovered by sighting the flag pole and digging out the snows.
Eswara or the Lord has made the waters the residence offish.   Similarly
the seasons have been made normal by him to the residents of various places.
The Lord is manifest in time, and man is experiencing time but some of them
are not able to put up with the vagaries of the seasons due to their habits,
their desires etc. Just as the insect boring into the fig fruit of a tree cannot
really comprehend the nature and Sakthi of the fig tree, even so a man cannot
really comprehend the 'chidvilasa* sport and glory of the One that has
created all Bramhandas.
*
It is again said that the sage Kapila was glad to see the glory of Kasi
and created a city byname Kashmir on the fringes of this Kanna-bhoomi on
the banks o f Ganga. He then requested Lord Kasi Visweswara to visit Kashmir.
Lord Visweswara desired that Kasi should not have a second equal or rival
and was displeased with Kapila who had created such a city out of arrogance.
He therefore cursed that Kashmir would be over run with Mlecchas. From
then onwards, the brahmins here have been converted forcibly into cIslam3.
In spite of Sankara's 5digvijaya} (victory) here, in spite of the Saraswathi-
Peetam here and in spite of the 'Ganga5 here being useful for cultivation
of grain, no brahmin is now to be seen here. This kingdom is
now under the control of Ranjit Singh. 'Kumkuma Puwu12 or Saffron
under cultivation here. It is said that animals which give wool, to produce
'Saluvalu'13 are being reared here specially. It is said that Kashmir shawls are
at present not being produced in large quantities. The shawls of Lahore,
imitations of the Kashmir shawls, I hear, are on sale in the country. Kasi
12.   Saffron Crocus Satibus.
13,    Shawls-made of wool